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| Of at leaſt | 


| 


 . Sixty Gentleman, Þ 
Participants and Purchaſers, for valuable con-' 


| 

| fideration, of Lands, in the Levell of Hatfiela Chace, 
| the Counties of York, Lincolge and Nottinghars ; 
| "3 
| 


AND MORE THEN 


Two hundred of their Tenants, | 
Who have been diſpoiled of their Eſtates, by the inhumane | 


' and oarbarous Ryors of the Inhabitants of the Mannor of Zpworth 
whereof ſome have been murthered, others wounded, the Church with 
: their Houſes demoliſhed, and the materials thereof, with their 
: Goods taken from them by torce : For which cauſe they 
the ſaid Rioters were exempted in the laſt At | 
of Generall Pardon. ; 


; | Humbly preſented to the Conſideration of this preſent 
F PaxLiamant, for Redreſs and Reparation of their fo greaxt {| 
Loſſes and Dammages ; | 


- 0500/6 OO 


As it wasalſo to the ſeveral Paxtiamenrts fitting 
in the Years 1651, and 1654. 
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The State of the 
C A- Sm 


D&F8 He late King, owner of the ſeverall Mannors of Hatfield, 

SAY Thorne, Fiſhlacke, Dowſethorpe, Stainford, Snaith, Co- 
wicke and Rawcliffe, in the County of Yorke ; Crowle, Ep- 
worth, y/roote and Miſſes in the County of Lincoln; and 
of Miſtertow and Gringley in the County of Nettinghans ; 
the waſtes of all which lying contiguous and ſo hurtfully 
ſurrounded by the ſeverall Rivers of Trent, Bicker/dicke, 
Tale, Torne, Dunne and AJre, that it yeelded little or no 
profit to the Commonwealth; but on the contrary nouriſhed beggars and idle 
perſons : and the ſaid King having a Chace of Red-Deer through five of thoſe 
Mannors, the reſt were much annoyed and oppreft thereby ; did reſolve by the- 
advice of his Council, as well for the caſing of his charge, and increaſe of his re- 
venue, as for the improvement and reducing of ſo great a quantity of drowned 
and boggy ground, to be made good meadow, arable and paiture, for the advan- 
tage of the Commonwealth : did by advice of his Councel, under the Great Seal, 
contra with Sir Cornelius Vermayden, to drain and lay dry the ſame, being in all 
about 600000 Acres of Land at his own charge; and in recompence thereof he 
ſhould have one third part: And thereupon direted Commillions te ſeverall 
Gentlemen of thoſe Countries, to treat and agree with all ſuch as pretended right 
of Common within thoſe ſeverall Mannors ; which took effe& with all the Man« 
nors unanimouſly, except the Manners of Epworth in the County of Lincs/ne : 
and againſt the Commillioners within that Mannor , Sir Rebert Heath being the 
then Attorney Generall, exhibited an Information in the Exchequer Chamber ; 
whereupen 370 Commoners ( who were all, that at that time could be diſcovered 
to have right of Common there) came and ſubmitted to. ſuch an Award as Sir 
Zohn Bankes the then Attorney Generall ſhould make therein : who upon ſeverall 
hearings of all parties and their Council, made an Award ; that of 13400 Acres 
belonging ro that Mannor, which was then drained among the relt of the level, 
6000 Acres ſhould be allotted the Commoners as their part or proportion, lying 
next the Towns,and ſo preſerved for ever at the charge of the ſaid Sir C'. Y. and tbe 
remaining 7400 Acres ſhould be ſet out in the remoteſt parts of thoſe waſhes, to 
Sir Cor. Vermayden and his participants for their third part, and for the late Kings 
part, in right of his intereſt as Lord of the ſoyle; and this by conſent was de- 
creed in the Exchequer Chamber, and poſleſſion accordingly eſtabliſhed with Sir 
Cor. Vermuyden and his Participants and their Aſlignes; who being in peaceable 
and quiet poſſeſſion, did manure,/ build, and plant. a Town called Sardroft, and a 
Church therein, and placed a Minifter, whereto reſorted above 200 Families of 
French and Walloon Proteſtants ( who fled out of their native Country for fear 
of the Inquiſition, enly to enjoy the free exerciſe of their Religion here,) who 
builded and planted above 200 habitations for husbandry, and plowed and 


tilled much of the ſaid 24500 Acres of Land, to the great advantage of the Com- 
A 2 monwealth: 


fp 
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monwealth : and quietly enjoyed the fruits of ſuch their labours, till about Ze 
1642, at which time ſome of the Inhabitants thereabour, pretending they had 1:gbr 
of Common, faid they were not bound by the faid Decree, and taking auvan- 
tage of the diſtractions of thoſe times, riſe in tumults, break down the tences and 
incioſares of 4000 Acres, deſtroyed all the Corn growing, and pulled down the 
houſes built thereon. Then the Participants petitioned the Lord Far fax and the 
Earl of Mancheftrr, who gave expreſs order to quiet thoſe Ryors ; but all was in 
vain, 4s will appear by the ſeverall Reports made upon a full Examination of the 
whole Bulſineſs,and hearing both parties concerned. | 

Ir, the year 1645+ the IpEns being thus grievoully oppreſſed, and con- 
trarv to Law caſt out of their poſſeſſions ; upon their addreſs ro the then Parlia- 
meat by Petition, they were pleaſed to make theſe Orders following, Fiz. 
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Wedneſday io" Decemb, 1645, 


SA the Participants in the draining, and Tenants and Inha- 
birants of the Levill of Hatfield Chace and parts adjacent, in the 
Counties of Yorke, Lincolye and Nottingham, have petitioned this 
Houſe, informing that after the expence of at leaſt 2cocoo"? in thoſe 
Works, the Tennants of the Manner of Zpwort/ ( being part of that 
Draining ) conſenting to a Dccree peſſed in the Exchequer for {ertle- 
ment of the proportions agrecd on, and ſer out of that Mannor, and 
ever fince enjoyed by the Participants and their Tenants, tiil of late, and 
fince the diſtractions of theſe times, divers of the unruly Inhabitants of 
the ſaid Mannor, have in a tumultuous manner, thrown down and 
laid waſte a proportion of ar leaſt 7400 Acres of Land, and deftroyed 
a very great quanticy of Rapes and Corn growing, by forcible 
keeping 2nd depaſturing their Cattle thereon, demolliſhed very many 
houſes, burned others, cut and burncd the Plowes, beat and wounded 
thoſe they have found ploughing, or have reſiſted them in 8ny their 
outragious acts, and now thieaten the drowning of the whole; by cur- 
ting of the banks, and miſuſage of the fluces, and refaſt the Participants 
in levying taxes for repair ot the Works, to the ercat dammage of the 
Commonwealth in genetall, and ſcandall of the Juſtice therect, in caſe 
it ſhould nor be reſtrained, and the offendors puniſhed. 

Fer reſtraining of the like outrages for the future, and for preferva- 
tion of the peace of the Country; Itis Ordered by the Lords in Par- 
liament aſſembled: Thar the Sheriff of the ſaid County of Lincelnes, 
and Jufticcs of Peace there, ſhall upon complaint made to them by 
the Participants et the ſaid Levell, or their Agents, punAually purſue 
the Statutes made inthe 35 year of King Henry the 4b, for ſuppreſſing 
of Ryorsand routs, and ſhall call ro their affiftance, if nced require, the 
rained Bands of the ſail County, and the Parliaments forces next 
adjoyning, to be ayding and aſſiſting untothe Participants, in guarding 
and keeping the Sluces and Sewers, reedifying and repairing what hath 
been ſo demoliſhes, and levying the Taxes legally 1mpoſed, tending 
to the preſervation of ſo good and beneficiall a work to the Common- 
wealth, and forthe ſerling of this buſineſſe ; It is further ordered, Thar 

| the 


n 

(3) 
che Sheriff of the County of Zizcolne for the time being, (hill upon 
requeſt ro him made by the Participants, appoint fuch a Deputy within 


th limits of the ſaid Levell, for ſuddaine ayding and affiſting them (it 


need ſhall require) as they from time rotime thall deſire. Anq ir is 
likewiſe o:dered by their Lordſhips, That as well the Miniſters in rhe 


adjacent Pariſhes, ſhall upon the next Sunday after receipt of this 


Order, as the Under-Sheriff of the County of Lincolne in thelevera]l 
adjacent Market-ſownes on the Marker day, make publication of this 
Order, that the Inhabirants may take notice hereof, and conforme 
accordingly. | | 
Fo. Browne Cleric. 
Parliamentorum, 


$5066565006060556056060560060 
. Die Sabbathi viceſitmo primo Marttt 1 E4-5, 


V Hereas the Participants in the draining of Hatfield Chace and 

parts adjacent, in the Counties of Yorke, Lincolne and Netting - 
ham, tave petitioned this Houſe, inſomuch that by Order of the Com- 
mittee of Lzz:colne, the Tenants and Inhabicants of thoſe diained Lands 
within the Mannor of Epworth, have entred Bonds for paymenr to 
the Commitree of their Rents due to their Landlords at our Lady day 
now next coming, and at Michaelmas next coming, to be depofired in 
their hands till the tryall of a Title; and likewiſe that the ſaid Levell 
is become torally drowned, by the malicious pulling up of a navigable 
Sluce, which kept che River of T7ent from flowing into 7 ickerſaicke, 
whereby very great dammage is hapned, not only to the Participants 
and Tenants in particular, but roche Commonwealth in generall : For 
reedifying of which, and other Siuces, Banks, Draines and Incloſures 
demcliſhed, this Heuſe did on the 1b of Decemy. laſt ſettle by Order, 
which Order the Lords in Parliament aſſembled doe hereby confirme ; 
And do further Order, Thatthoſe Bonds foraken from the Tenants, be 
(upon notice of this Order) brougit antothis Houle, to be diſpoſed of as 
ro Juftice ſhall appertain: And do likewile require and authoiize the 
Commiſhoners of Sewers for the ſaid Levell, chat they beaycing and 
- afſiſtiig ro the Participznts with all their lega!l authority, in reeditying 
the things {o demoliſhed, and preſerving the {aid Leveil from furure 
inundation and deſtruction by the pretended Commoners ; in which 
they are hereby authoriſed and required, to call to their affitance the 
Sheriffs of the County, and the Juſtices of the Peace next adjoyning to 
che ſaid Works, to be ayding and affiſting-inthe cſtabliſhing and preſer- 
vation of fo good and beneficiall a wo:k ro the ©: mmonwealth. 


Fo. Browne Cleric, 
Parliamentorum. 


B Upon 
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Upon the Bil in the Exchequer Chamber tor eſtabliſhing the poſſeſſion 
againſt thoſe ſeaven who brought their Actions at Law : the Court upon 
ſeverall debates and ſearch of the preſidents, they made this Order fol- 


lowing. 


——  — — 
_——————— 


eM ercurit decimo die Februari 16 46, 


MV V4 roery in the Cauſe here depending, by Engliſh Bill exhibiced 
by Sir Thomas Abdy Knight and others, Flaintifls againſt 
Fames i awe, Gregory Tore, Ni illiaw Bire, Kichard IM awe, Robert Bar- 
na1d, William Tonge, Thomas Mealey , and othcrs, the Tenants and In- 
habitants of Fpwer7h in the County of Lincelne Detendants, upon hear- 
ing of his Majeſties Sollicitor general] on the ſaid Plaintiffs behalf, 
concerning the ſtay of Suirs by Aion at Law brought by the ſaid De- 
ſendants, againſt 2 nthony Maſitngarb and others Plaintiffs in this 
Court, claiming under his Majcities Title ; It was ordered by this 
Court the Eight day of this inſtant F ebruary, T hat the Council on either 
part ſhould attend this Court this cay, concerning the ſtay of the ſaid 
Srirs, and that inthe m-an time the ſaid Detendants were ordered nor 
to proceed therein, as bythe ſaid Order at large appeareth, Now upon 
hearing of Mr Sollicitor Geneiall, M* Thorpe and others on the behalf 
of the taid Plaintiffs, and of M* Gates, M* Eli and others on the behalt 
ofthe ſaid Defendants, endeavouring to ſhew cauſe for the further pro- 
ceedings in the ſaid Suirs at Law ; and upon producing of an Excm- 
plification of a Decree of this Court, for the ſerling of the quier poſſeſ- 
fion of the Lands in queſtion, and of the intereſt of his Majefty therein; 
it is this day ordered by this Court, That his Majeſtics Sollicitor ge- 
nerall ſhall proceed upon the ſaid Bill in this Court with allconvenicar 
ſpeed : and inthe meantime the poſſeſſion of the Lands in queſtion, to 
be held in quiet by the ſaid Plaintiffs, as it hath been formerly ſerled by 
tis Court, and enjoyed at any time fince the ſaid Decree made. And 
that the ſaid Suits at Law ſhallbe Nayed by the InjunRion of this Courr, 
untill che hearing of the Caufe,or that this Court give further order. 


acme 


Upon which InjunRion, the Sheriff having a Writ of Aſſiſtance, came with 
neer 100 perſans to quiet the poſleſlion, and fet up the fences of the 4000 
Acres firſt laid waſte ; but then Daniel Nodde#t came with 400 men, and 
forced the Sheriff with all his afliftants to flie, and then demoliſhed what - 
the Sheriff had before cauſed to be ſetup : Then the Participants brought 
their Bill co hearing, and during that time, the ſaid Inhabitants riſe in tu- 
mults,and laid waſte the remaining 3400 Acres, as in the Report. 


The 
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The Council of State being informed of the continuall Ryots committed by 
the ſaid Inhabitants, writ the enſuing Letter to the Sheriff of Linco/ne/pre. 


SIR 5 | 
E are informed that there hath been ſcutrall Ryotous and tumultuous 7.4. 
therings together of people in that Connty of Lincolne, under ſome_ 
pretence about the Commons of Epworth 5 which tinde of meetings ought 
z0t at any t1me 50 bs ſuffered, but effetiually proceeatd againſt 1s the Laws 
have direfted, that by the puniſhment of ſome, others may be deterred from 
ſuch like attempt: : bnt eſpecially in ſuch times as theſe, a more diligent care 
ought to be taken to prevent ſuch meetings of the multitude, that may make_ 
aſe of other pretences to beim l;ſurreaions and carry on deſignes, 10 they 
interruption of the publike peace aud danger of the Commonwealth, Yow axe 
therefore to keep a waichfuil eye upon the confluence of people upon any feigned 
pretences whereby danger may probably ariſe, and40 make uſe of the power 
the Law hath pat imo your hand, and :ntraſted you with to preſerve the_ 
peace of the County : Andif on find that power not ſufficient for that pur- 
Poſe, you may deſire affiſtanse from ſuch forces of the Commonwealth as ſhall 
be neareſt you; who are hircby ordered, and ſha have atrections, to give you 
ſuch aſſt ance as ſhall be neceſſary for your effetting that work, whereby dan- 
gerous conſequences may be prevented, and delingquents againſt the publike 
peace may be briught to condrgne puniſhment , the people nevertheleſſe for ſuch 
wrongs as they may have cauſe to complain of, bcing left 10 proſecate their 
pretences in a peaceable and quiet manner in due courſe of Law, where they 
may have right witeout making themſelves Fudges inzher own Caſes, by ſuch 
exorbitant and irregular courſes. 


Whitehal) the Signed, ef. 


12th Zaly 1651, 


To the High Sheriff of the 
County of Lincolxe, Theſe 


After theſe Orders and Letter before mentioned were made herein, yet the 


Inhabitants aforeſaid, ceaſed not to Ryot, &c. whereupon the ſaid Parti- 
cipants petitioned the Parliament in the year 1651. which was referred to 
a Committee of the then Parliament the 10h of Fanary following : who 
upon full examination of the whole matter, and Witneſles upon Oath on 
both ſides, made the Report following, vx. 
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T HE 


REPORT 


OF THE 


Committee 


PARLIAMENT. 


Y vertue of an Order of Parliament of the 1th of 7anxary 165 1. we have 
taken into Conſideration the Petition of the Participants in the Drainage 
of the Levell of Harfie/d Chace, and upon Examination of ſeverall Witneſ- 
ſes upon Oath, We finde 

That the Petitioners at the Expence of 175046'Þ or thereabouts, did Drain and 
lay Dry about 60000 Acres of Land, lying contiuguous within the Counties of 
York Lincoln and Nottingham, which Land was not worth before 3 ſhillings 4 pence 
per Acre, and made the fame worth 10 ſhillings, 1 2 ſhillings, x6 ſhillings, and ſome 
20 ſhillings per Acre. 

That in F#e 1642+ the Petitioners had been in a quiet poſſeſlion by the ſpace 
of 10 years, of about 7400 Acres of that Land lying within the Mannor of 
Epworth. 

That in 1642. fohx Allen, Fohn Croſſe, Leonard Cowling, William Spaven, Tho- 
mas Noble, fames Stokeham, Edward Baffendale, Thomas Aeggot, Edward wyld- 
bore, Edward Earle and william Wake, Robert Hawksworth, T homas T homkinſon, 
Fohn wilſon, William Carryer, Robert Snell, fohn Garland and divers others, ina 
Tumultuous manner came into the Levell within the Mannor of Epwerth, and there 
brake down the Fences, and put in their Cattle, and deſtroyed about 160 Acres 
of growing Corn and Rapes, and then d:vers of the Inhabitants of Haxey came in 
amongſt them and continued Rioting from day to day till they had laid waſt a- 
bout 4000 Acres of the Drained Land, and pulled down {evcrall Houſes thereon 
Randing. 

. That abour that time Captain Kirgmay ( ſince dead ) with divers others of the 
Mannor of Epworth, pull*d up a Navigable Safs planted in Jickerdicke , which colt 
the replanting 1500!'Þ at the leaſt. 

That ſhortly after Thomas Pearocke, Thrmas Burton and divers others , ſeverall 
daies during the flowing of the Spring Tides, forced op2n a Sewer called Snow 
Sewer, planted upon the River of Trent for venting the waters out of the Levell, 
and during the ebb ſhut down rhe inner doors whereby the waters could not get 
out ; this courſe they uſed rill they had drowned abour 8coo Acres of Corn and 
Rapes then growing, and the Corn itacks generally half way, with moſt of the 
Habitations by the ſpace of Ten weeks. 

That the Tenantsthus expulſed from their Habitations complained to the Com- 
mittee of Lince/n, who gave thein an Order to open the Sluce and let out the 
waters, which Order being brought, the ſaid Peacock-, Burron and others, with 
Muskets defended the Sluce and refuſed to give obedience 


That 
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Thatin the,year 1647. upon the Bill depending in the Exchequer, exhibited by 
the Petitioners againſt the Inbavirants, ſeverall Orders were made for the eſtabliſh- 
ing the poſſeſſion with the Peuitioners,and Order given to the Sheriff to afliſt them, 
and then Daniel Nodael an Attorney at Law, Thoma: T auhersby, Robevt Browne, 
Thomas Hill of Fpworth, and Kichard Farvs of Omwftoz, with divers others, to the 
number of 400 perſons, came upon the place Armed with Swords and Muskets to 
reſiſt, whereby choſe Orders were fruiciels. | | 

That the Petitioners deing ſtill kept out of their Poſſeſſion, brought their Bil - 
to hearing ; then the ſaid Danic! Noddel the Soliciter for theſe Inhabirants, got in 
co his aflittance Lieutenant Col. foubz Lilbars and Major John zvildman, and while 
= Cauſe was hearing,the Inhabitants began to Ryoc on 3400 Acres which was yet 

eptup. 

That upon Complaint thereof to the Court of Exchequer, they ſent an Injun- 
ction anda Writ of Aſliſtance to the Sherifi,co quiet che poſſeſlion till the hearing of 
the Cauſe, bur in his preſence the Fences are thrown down by multitudes, and the 
Riotors by force fetch away the Tenants Cattle and Impound them, and refuſe to 
admit Replevins, and force them to Redeem them at what Rate they pleaſe. 

That the perfons Acting in theie latt Ryots on the 3460 Acres,were Thomas Hill 
of Epworth, Robert fokhnſon, Alexander Fox, fohn Watſon junior, Thomas Glew, 
fohy 7 okxion, lichara Afane Cortable, Richard Profter, T homas Hallifax, Willi- 
am E (mer, 7ehn Artus, fehofephat Tayler, fohnGrauger, Peter Cterke of Belton, 
William Robinſon, T hemas Eernard, George Feacucke, Jeffery Whitaker of Epworth, 
William Whaſp of Belton, fobn Brocke, Samacl Clayios, William Popplewell junior, 
Kalph Wray, Alexander Fletcher, Charles Laund, Kubert Toung, Robert Pycocke, 
Wil'iam F jeocke, Robert Cheſman, Alexander Pitts, fohn Foſter, fohn Pettyner, Mat 
thew Dale, Fohn Robſon, wiliiaws Parktuſen, T homas Granger, john Hallifax,Charles 
Teate, Eaward Hallifax, William Swindali!, Henry Cleire, Richard Roſe, William 

T hemſon, Rubert Teale, Richard Bernard, T homas Clearke, Thomas T ayler, Mat- 
thew Hallijax, Themes Davis ſenior, Fohn Davis junior, Peter Bernard High-- 
Conſtable, 76h» Bernard, all of Belton : William Whiteacre ſenior, William White- 
acre junior, 7 hom:as Browne, Alexander Mawe ſonne of Fohn CMawe, Fohn Clearke, 
Alexander Clearke ſenior, fohn Loughton, Thomas Coggan ſonne of George,George 
Chapman, 4lexanaer Clearke junior, fohn Weſt, George Cutforth, Alexander Cut- 
forth, Alexander Chapman, Thomas Loughton, william Craſhawe, Robert Foſter, 
Thomas Stuttins, Rickard Bernard, Frances Iſle, Robert Willſon, George Wells, 
Perer Cheſman, Richard Cockes and fobs Hall, all of Epworth: Simon Wright, Wil- 
liam Moeaj, fohn Atiody and Robert HMeody of Belton: Richard T ayler, William 
Go!d'mith, Charles Kelſey, Robert Barrew, Fohn wells, Gregory fohnſon, Thomas 
Travers, Samuel (AMaggott, Roger Pilipſon, Robert Dawſon, T homas Cooper, 
Henry / ayler, William Barker, 7 homas Copganand 7ames Hooray, all of Haxey. 

That the Tenants being thus Treated, repair ſeveral! times ro Mickaell Aoucktor 
a Juſtice of the Peace, he retuſerh to grant any Warrants, or Purſue any Legal 
courſe for theirtprelervation, bur on the contrary gives leverall Encouragements 
tothe Riotors; and ſome of them being indicted at a Sefton for a notorions 
Ryor, and found Guilty ; it was moved by {ume ef clie Juſtices, that chey ſhonld 
be fined 4 or 5 Marks apiece ; the ſaid 3Zforckion moved openly, that they 
ſhould be fined but 6 pence, andic was carricd, that is ſhovid be but 12 penee 
apiece. | | 
That in Febrmary 1650. upon full hearing in the Exchequer, a Decree was 
made for eſtabliſhing the Poſſeſſion with the Petitioners, which was publiſhed up- 
on the place in the preſence of divers of che Inhabitants, who having-now gotten 
the influence of Lilbaru, Wiliman and Nedae!, declared that they would not give 
any Obedience thereunto, nor t9 any Order of the Exchequer or Parliament, and 
faid they could make as good a Parliament therafſelves ; ſome faid ir_ was a Parlia-, 
ment of clouts, and that if they ſent any Forces, they would raiſe Forces to reſiſt 
them, and proceed to the defacing of the Church, and within ten daies time che. 
totall demoliſhing the whole Town of Santo fs, and other Houſes thereabout to. 


the number of 82 Habitations, beſides Barns, Stables and other CH 
C | own 
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down and break in pieces a Windmill, and deftroy all the Corn and Rapes on the 


3400 Acres, | ; 
That the Dammages by feverall reftimonies appear to be Soooolb and up- 


ward. 

That the Land being thus laid waſt, the Church defaced, the Town with all 
the Houſes, Mill and Outhouſes depopulated , and Corn deftroyed ( Zilbars, 
wildman, Menuckton, Noddel Confederating ) an agreement is made with feve- 
rall men of the Mannor of Epwerth, that in Conſideration of 2000 Acres of the 
Land fo laid waſt to be given to Li/bxrs and wiiaman, and 200 Acres to Neddel, 
they ſhould defend them from all thoſe Ryors paſt, and to that purpoſe were ro 
maintain the ſaid Inhabitants in peſſeſſion of all the reſt of the 7400 Acres before 
Jaid waſt, and keep them drie, and Deeds Sealed accordingly. 

That then Li/barn and Noddel, Faſper Margrave and George Stovin of Crowle 
with others, come to Stantofr Church on the Lords Day, where the French Con- 
Eregation of Proteſtants were gathered, and forced them from thence, and L1/. 
burn told them they ſhould not come thither unleſs ſtronger than they. 

That then Lilbars and Nodael go to another Mannor called Crow/e, and there 
they agree with ſome of that Mannor to aſlift them to get their Commons again, as 
Epworth had done, where they adviſe them that they ſhould Impound the Tenants 
Cactle, andif they Replevied, to Impound them again and break their Fences, and 
eat up their Crops, and ſo tire them out untill they attorned Tenants to them, which 
they did accordingly. 

That the Tenants being thus terrified, and ſeeing their condition was to be 
like their Neighbours, they take Leaſes from faſper Hargrave, and George 
Stevin, who gave bonds to fave them harmeleſs, and ſo the Petitioners by the 
former force and this pratice , were outed of their pcfſcflion of both thoſe 
Mannors. 

Thar atthe making of thoſe Leaſes, Nodde! declares openly in the preſence of 
20 perſons, that he would lay 20 ſhillings with any man, that as ſoon as £Li/bnrr 
came to Zoxdey, there ſhould be a new Parliament, Zi/S»r» ſhould be one, and 
call this Parliament to an account ; further adding, that they had now finiſhed 
this of Zincolnſyire ( meaning gotten the Land from the Petitioners ) they 
would go into Yorkshire (meaning the reſt of the Levell ) and do the like 
there, and then they would give the Attorney Generall work enough to do. 

* That Nedde! faid at another time, that now they had drawn their Caſe, they 
would Print it, and nail it at the Parliament door, and if they would not do 
oo Juſtice, they would come up , makean Outcry , and pull them our by 
the cars. | 

That when they had made the Agreement before mentioned for the 2200 Acres 
ro be divided as aforeſaid, then Lilbxr», Wildman and Nodde! cauſe to be meaſu- 
red, and takeinto their Poſſeſſions the proportions above mentioned, and agree 
with ſeverall perſons to Let proportions thereof, Li/bxrn repairs the Houſe that was 
built for the Miniſter, and partly pull'd down by the Riotors, and puts his ſervants 
into it to keep the poſſeſſion thus attained, and having forc't away the Miniſter and 
Cooagnon, imployes the Church to the uſe of a Stable, Cow houſe and Slaugh- 
ter-houlſe, to lay hay and ſtraw in. 

That i/dmas being preſent at the Examination of ſeverall Witneſſes produced 
by the Petitioners, whe proved that #:i/4man was preſent when Lilburn made the 
bargain, that they two in Conſideration of 2000 Acres to them, and 20c to Ned- 
del, of the Land fo laid waſt, ſhould defend the Inbabitants from all Ryots paſt and 
ro come, and at their charge maintain them in the Poſſeſſion of the remaining 
5200 Acres, all but the Charge of a triall that was to be in Michae/mas Term fol- 
lowin -and that he was preſent when the Deeds were Sealed to Lilbarn and him- 
ſelf of the 2000 Acres, both which he denied with great Imprecations and invoca- 
tions of Judgments to fall on bim if he were either Party or Privy,or was to have 
had any advantage thereby, till a Deed was produced ; which being ſhewed him, 
he confeſſed to be his own Hang and Seal, in which he did Covenant &s +1 that Deed 


15 expreſt. 
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The Inhabitants fay in their Defence, that the Lands before the Draining fed 
Cacile fir for the Butchers, buc the Witneſſes being croſs Interrogated fay, har 
ic was overflown with ware in Summer before the Draining, and that in Zap, 
Zuneand fly, and all the Summer long, they took Fiſh in leverall places, un- 
leſs in a very drie Summer, and that they went in- Boats Swan-hopping in 


Summer. 
They alſo fay, that Snow Sewer was pulled up to defend the Hle:from the coming 


of S* Ralph Hausby then of the Kings party. y 

They alſo ſay, thar the Saſs was pulled up (by the Command of one whom they 
knew n0t, but he rold the Inhabitants that he was a Captain of Sr Fohn Meldrums : 
Noddel in defence of his coming with 400 men to oppole the Sheriff, produceth 
Witneſſes, who Depoſe they heard one ſay, Mr Gibbon ſent to invite him to come, 
And in his Examination in che Exchequer, he faith, he came to apprehend Mr Gibbon 


upon a Warrant. > | | 
Noadel alſo produceth Witneſſes, who ſay he bath been accounted well-affeRed 


to the Parliament. 
But as to the Charges of Dfaining, the quiet poſſeſſion of the Petitioners for 


cen years, the matter of Force andRyot, in deſtroying Corn, in oppoſing the 
Sheriff, and throwing down the Fences, pulling down the Houſes and Windmill, 
and fetching away the Tenants Cattle by force, denying Replevins, depopula- 
ting the Town of Saxtoeft, defacing the Church, forcing away the Miniſter and 
Congregation on the Lords Day, the Contract of Lilburn and Wildman for 2000 
Acres to them, and 200 to Neoaadel, the pratice with theGenants of the Mannor 
of Crowle, the language ſpoken againſt the Parliament, and the Dammage done 
to the Petitioners and their Tenants, no Defence is made. | 


The Parliament being Diffolved before this Report was made to the 
Houſe : the Council of State ſend for chat Report, and made Reference 
thereof to a ſelet Committee of the Council and joyned M* Scebe/, and 
upen ſeverall Examinations of Depoſigons taken in the Court, and hearing 


of both ſides, this enſuing Order was made. 


bee dodede bebebe bebe ended She 
ORDER 


' OF THE : 
Council of Stare. 


He Council of State having heretofore upon che Petition of tne 

* Participants, in the Draining of the Levell of Hatfield Chace, 
in the Counties of Terk, Lincelueand Nottingham, preferredunto 

chem the 14 of F»»elaft, relating unto a Reporc drawn up up- 

on full hearing by a Committee of the late Parliament, concerning: 
divers Ryots and Ourrages, and other unlawfull Actions commuted. 
within the Iſle of Axbolm,by rhe Inhabitants andTenanrs of the Mannor 
of Epworth in the ſaid County of Lincolne, and Mrftertop in the County” 
of Nottingham, againft the Participanes in the ſaid Deaynage and the 


Impzovergent thereof ; did thereupow referre the ſaid Report o o 
ele 
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ſele& number of Perſons to be confidered of, and they to report their 
Opinions concerning the ſame rothe Council, who having compared 
the ſaid Reports with the Depofitions of Witneſſes examined 6n both 
fides before the ſaid Committee of Parliament, and alſo again heard 
what could bealleadged -y either fide touching the faid Report, have 


certified unto the Councyl, that they do finde the ſubſtance of the ſaid 
Report warranted by the ſaid Depoſitions, and nothing materially ob- 

jeRed by the ſaid Inhabitantsand Tenants againft the ſame ; and upon 
confideration of the whole marrer, have certified their opinions, that 
the 9;c0 Acres of Land inthe ſaid Report mentioned, ought to be ſer- 
I:d in the poſſeſhon of the Participants, andthe ſame quiered withthem; 
and that a ſpeciall Commiſſion iſſuero try the Ryoters, that as well the 
Offenders may be puriſlicd, as rhe Suffterers repaired in a Legall way 
according to Juktice, as by their ſaid Certiacate Regiftred, cogether 
with the {aid Report zmon2ftthe Ads ard Orcers of the Council more 
at large 2ppeareth : Ot all which the Council having taken mature con- 
ſideration, and zpproving the iaid Certificates, and the Opinions there- 
in delivered; and finding by the ſaid Report, thar the faid Participants 
have been by the Ryotous tumultuary proceedings andevil practiſes of 
divers perſons in the {8id Report particularly nzmed, violently thrown 
our of the poſſeſhon thereof, the Corn and Rapes there growing to a 
great value wholly deftroyed, the Houſes there built by them for habi- 
ration in & great number, and even the whole Town of Saxtoft ruinared 
and demoliſhed, and the Church defaced, the Saſſes pulled up, andall 
the {aid Improvement endeavoured to be again laid waſte,and the Parti- 
cipants kept from their poſſeſſion thereof by force, notwithſtanding a 
Decree made inthe Court of Exchequer vpon the ſaid Improvement, 
and divers Orders and InjunQions fince there iſſued for the preſervation 
of the Participants poſſefſion, and prevention from thoſe Ryors and di- 
fturbances ; which although feconded with Writs of Aſſiſtance to the 
Sheriffs, have been fromtimetotime contemned and diſobeyed, to the 
great affront of Juſtice, dammage to the Commonwealth in general, 
and the prejudice of the Intereſt of the State in the Feefarm Rent of 
1223” by the year reſerved out of the ſaid Improved Lands; all which 
hath been oi late-promored by che countenance and encouragement of 
Lieutenant Colloncl Fohn Lilburn, Major Fohn Wildman,and one Daniel 
Nedaells Solicitor z which three by compa and agreement with divers 
of the ſaid Inhabitants, were to have and meaſurcd our to themſelves 
2303 Acres of the ſaid  Pa:ticipznts Lands for their reward in under- 
raking to defend the {aid Inhabirants from rheir Ryots paſt, and to main- 
cain them in poſſeſſion 3! the rſt of the jatd 7405 Acres againſt the ſaid 
Participants tor the time to ceme, 25 by the Report among ether foul 
miſcarrizges and miſcemeanors committed and done by the ſaid perfons 
and divers others therein particularly mentioned appeareth. The Coun- 
cil rhereupon finding it necef{uiy in this caſe, whera the Decrees and 
Orders of the Courts of Juſtice have been with a high hand diſobeyed 
and refiſted, to the endangering of the Peace ofthe Cemmonyealth, 
through the oppoſition of turbulent and (editious ſpirits, ro apply the 
Miluary Power in Aid and Aſſiſtance of the Civil Government and 
Execution of Juſtice; Do hereby Order, Require and —_—_ the 
Orces 
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Forces of the Army quartering in the ſaid Levell of Hatfield Chace, ot 
within the ſaid Connties of Torke, Lincohve and Nottinsham, or any of 
them, or any others that aredr fþall be inthole parts, to be aicing and 
aſſiſting co the Officers of Juſtice and the ſaid Participants in Draining 
of the ſaid Levell, for ſetling, eſtabliſhingagd keeping the palledianof 
he faid 7400 Acres of the late improved s within the Mannor of 
Fpmerth inthe faid Report mentioned wich the aid Participants, and alſo 
for executing the Decrees and Orders of the faid Court of Exchequer, 
or any other Courts ot Juſtice rouching their poſſeſſion therein, and fot 
preventing ſuch Ryors and Outrages for the future, and in reſpeR ofthe 
great Dammage ſuffered by the Participants and their Tegants, it is, 
turther Ordered, That the Commiſkoners. of the Great Seal for the 
time being, do Award a ſpeciall Commiſſion of oyer and Terminer to 
the Judges of Afſize forthe laid rcſpeRive Counties, to try the Ryo- 
tars, and to punifh chem according to Law and Juſtice ; and to enquire 
of the Dam mages ſuffered as aforeſaid by the Participants and their Te- 
nants, to the end they may have juſt Reparations for the ſame. Giver 
at the Conncill of State at Whitehali the 31 day of Auguft 16; 3. 


Signed in the Name, and by Order 
Jehn Thutloe of the Conncil of State >. 


Socretar). "ON 1s 
Anth. Aſbly Cooper, 
$SH$H$HHESHHSS2SSISS$32&SSFEFSSS!) 


Wedneſday 31. Augult 1 653. 
Atthe Council of State at Whitchal. 


Orderea, ; 
T Hat the Report made to the Conncil concerning the buſineſs of 
Hatfield Chace is Lincolnſhire be humbly preſented co the 
Parliament, andCollonel Themlinſon #© defired ro preſent rhe ſame 


accordingly. 


—— 


OS ——————_—_ 


But notwithſtanding this and the former Orders and Letters of the Parlia- 
ment and Council, che ſaid Inhabirants ſtill continued in their ryorous and re- 
bellious poſture , not giving any obed:ence unto them, nor the Decrees and 
Orders of the Court of Exchequer, nor Precepts of the Court of Sewers, 
ſtandingin defiance and oppoſition to all Authoriry. Upon the Petition of 
the ſaid Participants, and their Tennants, and Remonftrance ofthe Commiſli- 
oners of Sewers to His Highneſs and Council; An Order of reference was 
made the 15 of April 1656, to the Lord Commiltioner Fixes, Lord 
Lambert, Major Generalt Desbrough, Lord Ziſle, Lord Strick{and, or any 
three of them,to confider of the ſaid Petition, and report there opinion there- 
in to the Council ; whereupon the ſaid Lords requeſt Major Generall z#ha/ley 
to call both Parties before him, and :o examine the whole matter in the faid 
Petition ſet forth, and make report thereof unto the ſaid Committee : which 


accordingly he did. D The 


| (i2) 
The Remonſtrance of the Commiſſioners 
of Sewers. 


May it pleaſe your Highyeſs - 

N purſuance of your Bighneſs Letters Patrents bearing date the fixth 
of Fuly laſt, Impowrilig us amongſt others, to provide tor the ſafety 
and preſervation of the Weftriding of the County of Yorke, as alio of 
che Improved Lands within the Levell of Hatfield Chace and parts adja- 
cent, within the Counties of Yorke, Lizcolne and Notringbem, as alſo 
by vertue of ſeverall former Commiſhons, ſeverall Rates or Scots havg 
been impoſed by ſeverall Decrees and Laws of Sewers, according to 
the tenor of the Statute. Bur when the Officers appointed thereunts, 
endeavoured the colleRing and diſtraining for thoſe Rares aſſeſſed upon 
the Improved Lands within the Manner of Epworth in the Ifle of 
Axholme and County of Lincolne aforeſaid, feverall the Inhabji- 
rants!of the-ſaid Iſle have evilly intreated, menaced and wounded the 
ſaid Officers and their Aſſiſtants, and riotouſly reſcued their diftrefles 
from them : And being not contented with their having in a forcible 
manner diſpoſſefled the Participants of the {aid Improvement of -4as 
Acres ( orthereabouts)of their Lands, as weare credibly irf:rmed; for 
which, and divers other offences, they are excepted out of the generall 
Ade of Pardon, they have neceſſitated the ſaid Participants, with their 
remainder oftheir Improvement in the other Courties, to maintain the 
banks for preſervation of thoſe Lands ſo taken from them : And nor- 
withſtanding their former miſdemeanors did roo ſacly preſage their 
future diſobedience ; yet hoping, what with earneſtneſs we defired, a 
change of ſpirit in them; we requeſted our worthy friend Nathaniel 
Reading Eſq, ( being both a Commiſſioner and Participant,) to ſee to 
the getting in of the Aſleſicments charged upon the Lancs aforeſaid 
and upon his acceptance, impowred him acco:dingly; requiring 
the Sheriffs ofthe County to be aſſiſtant to him therein : Bur when the 
ſaid Mr Reading had diſtrayned levera!l of their Goods, ſome of the In= 
habirants of the ſaid Ifle, rothe number of One hunared or thereabours, 
with Swords, Piſtols, Carbines, Halberts and other Arms, at Hatfield 
in the County of Yorke, on the 2<** day of 005. laft, abour the hours 
of Twelve or One in the night, cid aſfzulrt or fer vpon the perſons ap- 
pointed to ke-p the Cartel], and having dangeroufly wounded ſeveral 
of them, and amongſt others the Conftable of th: ſaid dov/a, who in 
your Hizhneſs Name charced them co keep your peace, with ma- 
ny other hainous circumſtances of the Ryor, cariie1 away the goods, 
And when onthe 19 inſtant, the Sheriff of che {aid County ot Zzxcolne, 
in purſuance of our Precepr, affifted the ſaid M* Readtng inthe taking of 
another diſtreſs, ſevera!l of the Inhabitants aforeſaid,to the rumber of 
40 or 50, being armed as aforeſaid, came ina rictous manner, and being 
charged by the Sheriff in your Higneſs Name, to lay down their Arms 
and repair to their ſeverall dwellings, they nor only retuſed ro give 
obedience thereunto, but ſome of them with ſcandalous and oppro- 
brious language of the perſon of your Highneſs, and with divers affronts 
and menaces, cauſed the Sheriff and his company to depart away for 


fear of their lives, and reſcued that diſtreſs likewiſe ; inſomuch that ſe- 
verall 
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verall perſons, as well Officersas others, have upon their Oaths in open 
Count declared, thatthey darenot go into the )ſle aforeſaid, UPON CXC- 
cution of certain Orders to them direRed, withoye mafifeſt dangerof 
their lives. 

In eur refleRion upon theſe miſcarriages, our 
the Authority of your Highneſs Commiſſion, 
we derived thence, have not been leſs then ourc 
Highneſs the :rouble of their cognizance ; nor i regret to finde fo 
abſolute a neceſſity thereof leſs chan eirher. BulFot being able ro ac- 
compliſh all thoſe ends for which by the ſaid Commiſſion we areintru- 
Fed, withour getting in the arrears aforeſaid, and making the ſaid Lands 
centributary for the tutureto the publike Works, as the reſt of the Im- 
provement is ; nor being able to do either without ſome extraordinary 
Aſliſftance tothe Civil Power. And fearing leaſt their violence ſhould 
3ime at the further diſcompolure of the publike peace,as by ſome of their 
ſcandalous and rebellious ſpeeches againſt your Highneſs too evidently 
appears : The duty we alwayes ſhall have for your Highneſs and the 
rranquillity of this Commonwealth, commanded us this Account with 
che Particulars annexed, in deteſtation of ſuch evil praGiſes, and appre- 


henſion of their cvil conſequences, 


avours to vindicate 


DoxcaFter the 25h - Darcy Went worth, Edward Neville, 
CI Sam: Bolles. Rob: Lee. 
Wil: p Fo: Vincent 
Sam: Liſter, 


Hen: Perkins. 
Mar: v: Walkenbroughe. Foſeph Thoresby | 
Richard Burdct. Foy Croſſe_. 


———————_— 


The Report of Commiſſary Generall balley. 


| is purſuance of your Order of the 15* of Apri/ 1656, requiring me to enquire 
into the buſineſs of the poor Proteſtant rangers French and Dutch, Tnhabicants 
within the Levell of Hatfield Chace and parts adjacent within the Counties of Yorke, 
Lincolne and Nottingham, and to certifie the ſtate thereof to your Lordſhips; 1 
bave ſummoned divers Perſons, as well on the behalf of the Defendants as Com- 
plainants, before and upon the hearing of the matters on both ſides, do finde and 
humbly certifie ; That in Ofobey 1650. the Inhabitants of Belron and Epworth in 
the Iſle of Axho/me (among whom were Kichard Mawe, T hamas Barnard, and 
William Robinſon of Belton, ) did putin great numbers of Cattel} into the French- 
mens Corn, viz. Wheat, Rye and Rapes, to the quantity of Boo er goo Acres or 
thereabouts, and kept the Cartell in the faid Cora till 7«»e following. . I likewiſe 
farther finde, that the Inhabitaurs of the Iſle ( amongſt whem were Robert 
Barnard and 7effery Whitacre of Belten,) did pull down a Windmill of Fohn 
Amery aFrench mans near Sa»dtoft, worth as is conceived 150"; as alſo that 
divers came from Belton and Epworth, and betwixt tbe 11th day of 7#ne 165 1. and 
theend of that moneth, pull'd down $4 dwelling Houſes , beſides Outhoules. 
And the ſaid Robert Barnard, did with an iron mavle, break down. the planks of 
a Chamber, and told the reſt of his company, ( being about 5o in number,) 
that they might do ſo. And I do further find, that a very great Ryot was com- 


mitted at Santoft in the ſaid Iſle on the 19h of OH#eber, being the _ 
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Day, in the year 1651.” divers of the Inhabitants of the lite, wah.Eientenant Col- 
lonell Fohx Lilburn, and Mz Noagel! coming thither, who placed two men with their 
Swords by their ſides ax the Church. door ; the faid Lieutenant Collonel Li/bnrs 
fying, that he was a ” 32 Houſe-holder in the Ifle as well as the reſt, and that they 
came to take poſſeſſion, theChurch,and that the Miniſter ſhould nor preach there, 
nor the people hear, ighppt they were ftronger they ; upon which rhe peopleand 
Miniſter went awayyy 8 laſtly, I do find, that on the 21" of Zammry 1655. di- 
vers of the Inhabitar,. - he 1{le, purl'd down and break in pieces, the windowes, 
doors, ſeates, and Pu... that Church ; and that ſome of thoſe men diſcharged 
two Gunnes at M" KeatSngs man, M* Walkenburghs man, and Feter de Rat & 
Dutch-man ; and io followed them with their Gunnes cocked halt a mile together, 
crying, Shoot again : and afterwards returned to the Church, ard gatiicred the 
broken pieces of the doors, windows, Pulpit, &c. and laid them on heapes in the 
middle of che Church, and ſet them on fire. Theſe Particulars have at large been 
made out to me by ſeverall Witneſſes, on the behalf of the Complainants, as alſo 
by the confeſlion of ſome perſons againſt whom theAccuſation was brought,and not 
denied by any : all which I humbly ſubmit tro Your Lordſhips, c>c. 


_ bo -þ E award Whalley, 


— — <— —— —— - 
— — 


And upon all former Proceedings, His Highneſs Council proceeded and 

als made this Letter following to the ſaid Commiſſay Generall. 
He peoy Proteſt ant Strangers, French and Duch, inhabiting within the 
Levek of Harfield Chace, and Parts adjaceiit in the Counties of York, 
Lincolne a»d Nottingham, have addreſt themſelues by Pctition to His 
Highneſs, complaining of the great interruptions received by thews from the 
Inbabitants of the Iſle of Axholme : both zn reference to the free Exerciſe 
of their Religion, and enjoyment of their Eſtates; upon Conſideration wheresf, 
and of a Certificate from Towr ſelf; mentioning the great Diſorders and ryo. 
tons Proceedings of the ſaid Inhabitants; as alſo of ſcverall acconnts from the 
Commiſiioners of Sewers, and the Sheriff, intimaring the violences and op- 
poſition which hath been offered by the ſaid armed Inhabitants , to the Officers 
of the Ceurts of Fultive;, andrequetting ſome Military A ſviftance , ro the 
Civil Powers , His Highneſs and Council, ſeriouſly reſewting the evil conſe- 
quences of ſuch miſcarriages, have thought fit in a ſpcetal manner, to re- 
commend it 107 ou, t0improve Tour EndeaVonr «pen all occaſions to prevent 
all ach further Ryots and Diſorders in thoſe places, and in order thercunto, ro 
puniſh ſuch ſcandalous diſobedience according to Your inſtruftions, and not to 
ſuffer the ſaid Inhabitants to keep by them any Armes or other Injlrum:ats,for 
the further atting of ſuch Diſorders ; as alſo to give order to ſome of Tour 
Regiment to be effettnally aiding and affiſting, tothe Sheriffs of the reſpective 
Counties within Tour aſſociation : or the Deputies and Collectirs of the Cours 
of Sewers, for the putting in Execution from tirme ro tim? the Decrees, Preceſs, 
and Orders of any His Hizhneſs Courts ar Weſtminſter,or of : heCommiſi;oners 
of Sewers, tothe end, the Improvers Fuſt Rites may be reitored according to 
Law : aud likew.ſe that the ſaid Strangers may have the peaceable Exerciſe of 
their Religious Wor fbip in,the place deſigned for the publique Exerciſe thereef. 
Whitehall the Signed,cc. 

21h Fxp.1656. : 
 ToCommiſlary Generall /halcy, Major Generall of 

the Counties of Nottingham and Lincelxe. 


OC e————_ — — 


Page 1. line 17, for 600000 reed 60000. Line 22. for Comwiſlioners read Commo. 
aers lize 31. for waſhes read _—_ Ls 
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